



In afull medical life
I have sought to understand
Whypeople die




With bullets in their brains




Their bodies worn out
Andsuddenly become incompetent.




A problem to be solved
Hoping each problem understood
Would bring some knowledge










Sought out the thymus
Examined every lymph-node






Carved gently the liver
Andsought tofind
Ifbile ducts were intact
Or whether some abstruse condition
Had altered
The content ofthe tissue.
Each kidney was split in half























Had much more wrong
Yet somehow managed
To survive
Her heart was worn
Her kidneysfarfrom normal
Her liver had no cause
tofunction
Her brain was small
















Professor Sir John Henry Biggart, Professor ofPathology (1938-1971)-Dean of
the Faculty ofMedicine (1944-1971) ofQueen's University, Belfast, died 21st May,
1979. This was found among his papers and the Journal welcomes the opportunity
to publish it.
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